
Writing is one of the most 
important skills your child 
needs, not only during the 
school years, but in life as 
well. Besides having the 
ability to express his/her 
thoughts and ideas clearly 
through composition writing 
in school, having good writing 
skills will also help your child 
communicate effectively with 
friends, family and eventually 
work colleagues.

As your child prepares for the 
PSLE, one of the key areas to 
focus on for the English paper is 
composition writing. To support 
you in helping your child 
navigate this component in 
PSLE English, we have prepared 
this guide with tips directly from 
our curriculum experts.

In this guide you will find:

• An outline of the requirements of the continuous  
writing component in PSLE English

• An introduction to the 5 key stages in continuous writing

• A breakdown of the 4 steps that we encourage our 
students to take when writing their stories

• A sample composition question for your child to try 
applying our writing techniques to. This comes  
complete with a suggested answer which you can  
share with your child too.
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Understanding 
the Component’s 

Requirements

In continuous writing, your child would need to write a narrative  
or story which flows logically and makes sense. 

A series of three pictures and a given theme will be provided in the question. Your child 
can choose one or more of the pictures given and these need not be set in the same 

sequence as laid out on the paper.  Your child is free to write a narrative, exposition or 
any appropriate text type that he/she has learnt.

The continuous writing component is worth 40 marks in total, in which half of the marks 
will be awarded to a good story that is both interesting and relevant, while the other half 

goes to the accuracy of language in areas such as grammar, spelling and punctuation.

To score well in this section of the English paper, your child should aim towards telling 
his/her story in an imaginative and creative way by including these elements:

Minimum: 150 words 
Recommended: 250 to 300 words

The continuous writing component 
carries 40 marks in total, of which:
• 20 marks is given to assess content
• 20 marks is given to assess language

Length of Writing 

Total Marks

A catchy beginning

A simple but interesting 
line of action

Memorable and 
realistic characters

A good ending 
that ‘ties up’ all the 
strands of the story



The 5 Key 
Stages of 
Continuous 
Writing
To tackle the continuous writing 
component in PSLE English, your 
child would typically go through 
the following stages.

1.  Pre-Writing

Your child will be given a series 
of pictures and an accompanying 
theme for this writing 
component. He/she will then 
start brainstorming storylines 
and begin planning how the 
story will turn out based on the 
information provided.

2.  Drafting

Next, your child needs to start putting 
pen to paper and build his/her story. 

Your child can start off by grouping his/
her main points into paragraphs and 

listing out points to shape the content 
of each paragraph. As the story starts 

to take form, your child can add some 
preliminary conversations that take 
place between the characters in the 
paragraphs whilst ensuring that the 

transition to the end of the story is 
smooth and seamless.

It’s also good to do self-checks at this 
stage to ensure that the story’s main 

points are well-explained and flow  
from paragraph to paragraph.

3.  Revising

After the first draft, your child should 
go through his/her story and check 
that the details added are clear. 

At this stage, your child should 
decide if he/she:
• Should remove or add certain 

parts of the story
• Has used the best ideas and 

phrases throughout the piece
• Should include more descriptive 

writing techniques in describing 
each scene, such as the 5Ws and 
1H or 5-senses description

4.  Editing

Once the story flow and details are 
settled, it is good practice for your  

child to double check on his/her 
language and grammar. 

Some things to look out for include:
• Sentences are written in  

a complete and clear manner
• Spelling, punctuation and 

capitalisation are on point
• Grammar and tenses are 

correct and consistent 
throughout the story

5.  Publishing

After going through all the stages of 
continuous writing, this is the final 
check your child should make before 
handing in his/her written work.



The Story 
Mountain:  
An Effective 
Model to 
Structure 
Continuous 
Writing

The aim of the continuous writing 
component is to entertain and engage 
readers through the narration of events 
and characters’ responses. 

We have devised the following model 
to help your child to note the various 
elements that should take place within 
the written piece. Your child should use 
the Story Mountain during his/her pre-
writing and drafting of the story.

The story starts off 
with the narrator 

introducing 
characters and 
setting, whilst 

dropping subtle 
hints at a problem.

As the story is 
brought to a close, 

the problem should 
be resolved. Some 

stories are wrapped 
up with a message 
or a learning point 
that the narrator 
takes away from 
this experience.

As the story 
progresses, 

the main 
problem or 

conflict point 
is presented 

in the second 
portion of 
the story.

In these sections, 
this is where the 
problem reaches 
the crisis point. 

From this point on, 
the storyline will 

lead to the outcome 
at the end.

Introduction
Resolution/ 
Conclusion

Climax

Conflict

Rising Actio
n Falling Action



4 Steps in 
Planning 
and Writing 
Your Story

Now that your child knows what’s needed to write 
a good story, where does he/she start?

We use this series of steps and techniques to guide 
your child with tackling his/her written pieces.

Step 1          P.E.A.

Based on the theme and pictures given, 
expand on these 3 variables while planning.

• Problem: To identify the main problem that 
the character is presented with in the story

What is the main challenge or obstacle the 
character faces?

• Emotion: To express the emotions the 
character has upon facing the problem or 
situation he/she is in

How does the character feel about this issue? 
How are other characters also emotionally 
affected?

• Action: To outline the thoughts of the 
character(s) about the problem/situation 
and how this leads to the action that he/she 
will take as resolution

Based on how the character feels about the 
problem, what is he/she going to do? Or how 
will he/she react to the situation?

Look Out For This!

To help our students ‘check’ their work before 
handing it in, we have created a checklist of 
items to look out for. Do look out for our guide 
on the Features of the Continuous Writing 
component on our website.

Step 3          Choosing the Narrator

When writing in first person, it is important 
to define the character and create one whose 
expression ‘speaks’ to you.

Your child can get started by asking questions like:
• Who is this person and how is he/she reacting?
• Why is he/she reacting this way?
• What is this person’s relationship to the  
 other characters?
• What will he/she do next?Step 4          Adding Flesh to the Skeleton

Building on from the K.I.S.S. sentences, your 
child now moves forward to create 8 to 10 
detailed paragraphs. In ‘adding flesh to the 
skeleton’, your child needs to use his/her five 
senses, strong verbs and different literary 
devices to create sensory descriptions.

Make sure to have an engaging opening that 
captures the reader’s attention and a strong 
ending that ‘ties up’ all the elements of the story.

Step 2          K.I.S.S.  
 (Key Ideas – The ‘Story Skeleton’)

Plan how the story will turn out by coming up 
with a list of 8 to 10 simple sentences. 

Your child can start by writing down sentences 
to outline the paragraphs that will form his/her 
story. He/she can use our Story Mountain to 
structure the piece – from the introduction of 
the problem to the series of events leading to 
the rise and fall of the action taken, then on to 
the problem being resolved, bringing the story 
to a close. 

These sentences are the Key Ideas which form 
the basis of the Story Skeleton.

PROBLEM EMOTION ACTION



Try It 
Yourself!

To let your child have a go at a continuous writing 
task using our Story Mountain Model and writing 
techniques, we have included a sample question here.

A proposed answer is also provided so you can 
go through this with your child after he/she has 
attempted the writing task.

Write a composition of at least 150 words about a narrow escape.

The pictures are provided to help you think about this topic. Your 
composition should be based on one or more of these pictures.

Consider the following points when you plan your composition.

You may use the points in any order and include other relevant points as well.

What was the 
character(s) 

escaping from?

How was it a 
narrow escape?



Applying P.E.A. 
to the Topic

What if

Main Character’s Emotion (in response to the ‘What if...’ situation)

Main Character’s 1st Action (in response to the ‘What if...’ situation)

?



Proposed Answer

Simon’s Story

My brother, Matthew, is my hero. He is three years older and always 
shows me how to do things. Of course, sometimes things can go extremely 
wrong – like the day we went to Gardens by the Bay for a family picnic. We 
were all there: my father and mother, my grandfather, our baby sister, Ellen, 
and our three cousins, the twins, Brian and Mandy, and their brother James, 
but as usual, I was with Matthew.

Near the pond, in the middle of the garden, was a majestic and 
ancient rain tree. Grandpa sauntered leisurely towards the tree. It had a 
seat in the shade underneath it, and that was where grandfather sat down 
comfortably to read his daily subscription of the Singapore Times. He loved 
reading, and he loved fresh air, so the park was heaven for him. That was, 
until something untoward happened. 

On a high branch, I saw a nest with three little fledglings in it. They 
were tweeting melodiously for their mother, and they looked adorable.

“Look Matt,” I said, pointing up the tree with my lollipop.

He looked up and smiled. I knew that impish smile too well. He used 
it whenever he was about to do something I was going to regret. He pulled 
out his slingshot from his back pocket and picked up a small pebble from 
the ground.

“Watch,” he said. At first, I thought that he was going to shoot at the 
baby birds, but then I saw what he was looking at. It was a hive of wild bees, 
hanging from the branch. There were a few bees buzzing around it, but it 
looked peaceful – until Matthew took aim at it.

As he stretched the rubber band back, I heard my father cry out 
behind us, “Matthew! No!” but it was too late. The stone went flying and hit 
the beehive, knocking it down from the branch. It hit the ground and split 
open. Thousands of ferocious wild bees came streaming out, as if looking for 
someone to punish for the horrific act of destroying their home. Of course, 
they did not know who had wrecked their home, so they decided to attack 
everyone.

Suddenly, there was panic. My grandfather covered his head with his 
newspaper, and ran straight for the nearby pond, jumping in and holding 
his soggy paper over his head for protection. He scared the ducks, who flew 
away to the other end of the pond. Other visitors at the garden stood and 
watched in amusement as the pandemonium unfolded before them.

Note: Your child can continue the rest of the story using the P.E.A. technique and close with a strong ending.

(To be continued)






